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McKeesport’s Auberle re-
ceived national recognition 
last week when it was pre-
sented with the 2017 Ara-
mark Building Community 
Organizational Leadership 
Award. 

Aramark and the Alliance 
for Strong Families and 
Communities recognized Au-
berle for its “excellence in el-
evating health and well-being 
across the region,” a spokes-
woman from the Alliance 
said.

The award is accompanied 
by a $15,000 grant from Phil-
adelphia-based Aramark, a 
company providing business-
es with food services, event 
facilities and company uni-
forms.

Auberle is a faith-based 
nonprofit that assists at-risk 
children, youth and fami-
lies in eight counties across 
southwestern Pennsylvania. 
It is supported in part by the 
Catholic Diocese and Cath-
olic Charities of Pittsburgh 
along with grants and dona-
tions. 

Last year, Auberle served 
3,865 people through 20 dif-
ferent program areas. Auber-
le’s services include the 412 
Youth Zone, an award-win-
ning workforce development 
program, youth and teen fos-
ter care, education services, 
drug and alcohol and mental 
health programs, housing ser-
vices, residential programs 
and in-home intervention.

The award was announced 
at the Alliance for Strong 
Families and Communities 
annual Senior Leadership 
Conference in New Orleans 
and was presented by the Al-
liance, a national strategic ac-
tion network of social sector 
organizations that works with 
thousands of social leaders to 
help their organizations more 
positively impact their com-
munities.

The focus of the Aramark 
Building Community Orga-
nizational Leadership Award 
is to identify an organiza-
tion that is “a change agent” 
that elevates its staff and 
communities in leadership, 
is approachable by the local 
community and has sustained 
community change and mea-
surable improvement in pop-
ulation health and well-being, 
according to Alliance spokes-
man Tim Kobussen.

“The Alliance is proud to 
partner with our national 
corporate partner, Aramark, 
in honoring Auberle, an or-
ganization that embodies the 
very best of our field and 

network,” said Susan Drey-
fus, Alliance president and 
CEO. “Auberle has adopted 
our strategy framework, the 
Commitments of High-Im-
pact Nonprofits, and this rec-
ognition by Aramark is tes-
timony to the transformative 
power of great leadership, 
strategic governance, a focus 
on equity, a culture of part-
nership and innovation, and, 
most importantly, a commit-
ment to values-based advo-
cacy.”

John Lydon, Auberle CEO, 
said the recognition is “espe-
cially wonderful” for Auber-
le’s front-line staff.

“It is incredible to be called 
best in the country for what 
we do,” Lydon said. “They 
work with people who have 
sustained significant trauma 
and our staff feels that people 
aren’t aware of the success 
that they achieve at Auberle. 

“Aramark, with this award, 
is really recognizing the work 
of our front-line staff. It is 
tremendously motivating for 
them and suddenly elevates 
everyone to be 12 feet tall as 
they go about their work and 
if possible, twice as passion-
ate and twice as involved in 
what they do.”

In the presentation, Ara-
mark representatives stated 
that Auberle demonstrates 
the transformational benefits 
of deep community, partner 
and staff engagement. They 
cited the following Auberle 
programs as exceptional:

412 Youth Zone 
To help youth aging out of 

the foster care system gain 
stability, build positive rela-
tionships and learn life skills, 
Auberle has convened more 
than 80 partners at its one-
stop center, the 412 Youth 
Zone developed with the Al-
legheny County Department 
of Human Services. This 
voluntary program has over 
1,100 young people on its 
roster. 

Employment  
Institute 

The Employment Institute 
has over 60 business part-
ners providing pipelines to 
good-paying careers with 
Auberle providing 11 nation-
al certifications and a wide 
array of services including 
a Digital Work Ethic badge 
to 350 people referred by 40 
other agencies. Last year, 
Auberle served nearly 4,000 
people in 21 programs.

“Auberle’s ability to suc-
cessfully bring government, 
nonprofit and business sec-
tor partners, and community 
members to the table is mak-
ing a difference for youth and 
families throughout South-
western Pennsylvania,” Ara-
mark Vice President of Pub-
lic Affairs at Aramark Karen 
Cutler said.
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The Reality Tour includes live dra-
matic scenes and is as close as one 
can get to an addict’s lifestyle, with-
out making the wrong choice. Each 
program includes a law enforcement 
speaker, testimony of an addict in re-
covery, testimony of a parent of an ad-
dict and a question and answer session.

Palamara said Belle Vernon Area 
School District successfully made the 
program part of the regular curriculum 
for all seventh-grade students earlier 
this year and encouraged Monessen to 
do the same. 

“We would have to modify it a bit 

from what BVA does,” Spazak said. “To 
mandate something that students have to 
do with a parent is difficult for us.” 

Bergstedt said the district would 
have to investigate how mandating the 
program could be possible, as many 
Monessen students already participate 
on their own.

“We’ll have to look into the logistics 
of making something like that work,” 
Bergstedt said. 

For more information, visit www.re-
alitytour.org.

In other business, the board will vote 
next week on: 

• Approving the fourth-year renew-
al of a five-year agreement with Nu-
trition Inc. to operate and manage the 
district’s Food Service Program. 
• Approving the Westmoreland Inter-

mediate Unit 2018-19 general operat-
ing budget. 
• Approving a proposed 2020 student 

trip to Rome, Vatican City and Paris. 
• Accepting the retirement resigna-

tions of kindergarten teachers Alice 
Pastella and Kathleen Howarth and 
middle school guidance counselor 
Cathi Carpenter, effective following 
the 2017-18 school year.
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Board’s Bureau of Investigations. After nine years, Brletic re-
tired from state service and was appointed as a Senior Mag-
isterial District Judge by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. 
Magisterial District Judge Eugene F. Riazzi Jr. now holds the 
McKeesport seat Brletic once held. 

Brletic has extensive law enforcement training experience 
and was an Act 49 master instructor and curriculum develop-
ment specialist for the Penn State Fayette Campus.

STATE BOARD  FROM A1

Delaney also hopes to talk to EQT 
officials and the site manager about 
making sure trucks are not idling in the 
residential area from the beginning of 
the new drill project.

Delaney contends that addressing 
issues that popped up last time in ad-
vance will save EQT planning and 
costs associated with making changes 
mid-project. 

The residents intend to monitor the 
sound levels when the operation is un-
der way and Delaney said tests done 
last year showed sounds “well above 
100 decibels.” The neighbors have 
established a baseline sound level to 
compare with sounds after drilling be-
gins.

Delaney said the group is not after 
profit or cessation of operations. 

“We know they’re coming back to 
frack at least two more lines up to 3 
1/2 miles, which is a lot further than 
last time,” Delaney said.

Because the lines will go further than 
before, Delaney said residents believe 
the pressure and equipment needed to 
make that happen will likely be louder. 
The citizens want to get out ahead of 
any potential problems.

“All we’re asking for is to take ac-
tion on the concerns we had last time,” 
Delaney said.

For example, there was previous a 
noise buffering wall on the site and 
Delaney said there is now a wooden 

wall instead.
Supervisor Chairman Tom Rapp said 

neither the township nor its residents 
have been told when work will begin 
or how long it will last. 

The residents’ group will present a 
list of discussion topics to the super-
visors and then ask the township to 
schedule a meeting with EQT, the resi-
dents’ group and supervisors.

Working such issues out before drill-
ing starts will only benefit EQT, Del-
aney said, and will start the project out 
with everyone on the same page.

Delaney and Rapp said they aren’t 
sure yet when the meeting will be 
held.

“The district is going to take all ap-
propriate security measures needed for 
the protection of the students and that’s 
the takeaway from this meeting,” So-
licitor Todd Pappasergi said.

Last week Zelich said students who 
found the message reported it to ad-
ministration before dismissal on Feb. 
28 and the student was identified by 
using video surveillance and a hand-
writing analysis. The student allegedly 
admitted to writing the message and 
was suspended the same evening the 
message was reported.

The student allegedly told Zelich last 
week that it was a prank.

“I explained that there would be no 
tolerance for this,” Zelich said last 
week. “It is not funny and will be tak-
en seriously.”

Charleroi Regional Police Chief Eric 
Porter said last week that his depart-
ment would file a juvenile petition 
against the student and the Washington 

County District Attorney will prose-
cute the case. 

Porter said the juvenile petition al-
leges terroristic threats and disorderly 
conduct.

In the Belle Vernon Area case, a high 
school student has been charged with 
terroristic threats for allegedly writing 
a threatening message on a boys’ re-
stroom wall last week.

Rostraver Township Police an-
nounced the charges against the 
17-year-old boy Tuesday after launch-
ing an investigation Feb. 28, according 
to a press release.

“The investigation did not reveal any 
specific plan of violence, but did cause 
fear and concern to students and par-
ents who were made aware of this in-
cident by word of mouth and through 
forms of social media,” the release 
states.

Superintendent Dr. John Wilkinson 
said the threat was “founded” and a 

formal hearing is scheduled today 
with the student, his parents and high 
school principals Dr. Jason Boone and 
John Grice IV to determine potential 
disciplinary action.

“It was not a viable threat, but it was 
still a threat,” Wilkinson said. “We 
believe every child deserves their due 
process and that will happen (Wednes-
day).

“After the formal hearing, we will 
administer appropriate and proportion-
ate discipline.”

Wilkinson said this is the first time 
a threat of this magnitude with “this 
much disruption of education” has oc-
curred in the district. 

Police said all charges have been for-
warded to the Westmoreland County 
juvenile authorities.

Staff writer Kaylie Moore contrib-
uted to this story. kmoore@yourmvi.
com.

NEWS SHORTS
Volunteers sought for Flight 93 site 

Friends of the Flight 93 National Memorial and the Na-
tional Park Service and Park Service Foundation put out 
a call for 400 volunteers to register starting March 13 for 
workdays at the memorial on April 27 and 28.

Volunteers will join an ongoing effort to plant 150,000 
trees to reforest the site that had been ravaged by sur-
face mining prior to Sept. 11, 2001, when 40 passengers 
and crew members aboard United Flight 93 died in a 
crash there.

Park officials said local businesses and organizations are 
welcome to work in teams alongside the general public at the 
tree planting event. No prior experience is necessary, but all 
volunteers must preregister at http://flight93friends.org.

Registration will close when all volunteer spots are 
filled. Participants must be at least 14 years old and wear 
boots to participate in the rain-or-shine event.

–  Trib Total Media News Wire Services
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Submitted
Standing, from left, are Jeanne Burger, Alliance 
for Strong Families and Communities CEO 
Susan Dreyfus, Auberle CEO John Patrick 
Lydon, Aramark Vice President Rebecca 
Owens, Valerie Reinthaler and Suzi Rosati; 
seated are Kristen Hunninen, Jess Murray, 
Abby Wolensky and Auberle Chief Operating 
Officer Darla Poole.


